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Date: 13 July 2016

Author: Service Manager Elections and Members Services.

1. Purpose of the Report

To present a petition and advise on the procedure that Council needs to follow 
under the Council’s Petitions Policy in respect of large petitions, and to provide 
information specifically on the petition entitled “Allow the development of a micro 
‘sports’ pub within Newstead Village Pavilion”.

2. Background

2.1 The Council has received a petition from Lorraine Horrocks. The petitions 
policy states that petitioners must either live, work or study in the Borough. 
Not all of the petitioners contained in the petition can be verified as either 
living, working or studying in the Borough, however there are sufficient 
signatures for it to be considered at a meeting of Council. The petition is 
asking the council to “support the venture of a local resident who is trying 
to establish a micropub for the local community and visitors to Newstead 
Village.” 

2.2 The Council adopted a petitions policy in 2010. The policy states that a 
petition of this nature containing over 140 signatures shall trigger a 
“Petition for debate” as a local issue affecting no more than two wards 
within the Council’s area. The petitions policy requires the issue to be 
debated by a meeting of Council.

2.3 The petitions policy gives the petition organiser up to five minutes to 
address the meeting in order to present the petition. 

2.4 After the petition organiser has been given the opportunity to address 
Council, members will be given the opportunity to debate the issues raised 
by the petition.

2.5 At the conclusion of the debate the Council has to decide how to respond 
to the petition and the following courses of action may apply:



 
 Council can, if appropriate, instruct that the action the petition requests is 

carried out;

 Council can ask for further investigation into the matters the petition 
raises, for example by a relevant committee;

 Where a decision of the Executive is required Council should decide on 
whether or not to make a recommendation to inform the decision;

 Where Council is minded to make a recommendation to another body 
because it is outside of the scope of Gedling Borough Council’s work, then 
Council will consider making representations on the petitioner’s behalf to 
that body. For example where the petition relates to policing or crime 
matters it may be necessary to make representations to the Police 
service. The petitions policy points out that the council works with a large 
number of local partners and where possible would work with those 
partners to respond to the petition;

 Council may recommend no further action is taken.

Further information

2.6 To assist Council in debating the content of the petition the following 
material facts are known:

 The location of the proposed micro pub is the sports pavilion situated at 
the side of the Council’s playing pitches in Newstead Village.

 The pavilion is owned by Gedling Borough Council and is regularly used 
by the clubs who use the cricket green and footpath pitches as changing 
and toilet facilities, with the availability of a small kitchen to make hot and 
cold drinks for spectators and the teams. 

 The site is regularly used by the NOMADS Cricket club during the summer 
months and by three separate football clubs through the autumn and 
winter. The clubs that have licences to play at the site have use of the 
pavilion within the terms of their agreements.

 The structure of the building principally consists of a communal area that 
is used by spectators (that faces on to playing pitches), two large 
changing rooms, a room for referees, and a kitchen area.

 To access the pavilion from the village there is a need to cross the Robin 
Hood railway line, which is in very close proximity to the pavilion. 

 The impact of the proposed facility on Newstead Centre (the former 
Miners’ Welfare) is a consideration. .

 A meeting with Lorraine Horrocks took place on 17 February 2016 at the 
pavilion and was attended by Mark Spencer MP, Councillor Chris 
Barnfather, Councillor David Ellis and David Wakelin, Director of Health 



and Community Well-Being. At this meeting Lorraine explained what her 
requirements would be in relation to the pavilion in order to operate the 
micro pub business. The main issues of concern were that the proposal 
involved fully utilising the referee’s room (making it unavailable for use by 
referees) and turning the kitchen area into the bar serving area (so making 
it unavailable for club spectators when using the pavilion)

 Lorraine Horrocks was notified on 20th April 2016 that the Council did not 
support the proposal to operate a micro pub from the sports pavilion 
building for the above reasons.

 Lorraine Horrocks has prepared a revised proposal which was received on 
29 June 2016. It is suggested that this proposal is the subject of further 
consideration, including from a planning and licensing perspective and 
that consultation takes place with users of the pavilion. 

3. Proposal

It is proposed that Council should debate the contents of the petition as required 
by the petitions policy contained within the constitution.

4. Resource Implications

There are no direct resource implications arising from this report.

5. Recommendations

Council is recommended to:

1) Debate the petition proposing the establishment of a micro-brewery; 

2) Instruct the Director of Health and Community Well-Being to consider the 
revised proposal to assess its viability and suitability and undertake 
consultation with all the clubs which currently use the premises; and

3) Request that the relevant Portfolio Holder gives the revised proposal due 
consideration.

6. Appendices

Appendix 1 – Petition cover sheet.


